mentioned. You would not mention it if you had not some
sympathy with it.
conrad. If it is good enough for the British Empire it is good
enough for you. You support the British Empire, dont you?
clara. Of course I support the British Empire. I am a Briton,
I am proud to say. I believe we have a sacred mission to spread
British ideas, British feelings, and British institutions over the
whole world, because they are the best, the wholesomest, the
cleanest, the freest. I would not have anyone in my house who
questioned that for a moment. But if your silly story were true,
it would mean that Stupendranath's vicious uncle, a black man,
a gambler, and a bigamist, was imposing his abominable habits
and customs on the British Government. I will write to the
Secretary of State for India and have this man prosecuted.
franklyn. My dear: you have been entertaining in our house
for fully quarter of a century scores of people who spend their
lives in trying to improve British institutions of one kind or
another into something more reasonable. If they had been con-
ventional patriots you would have called them dull and refused
to invite them. What is the use of saying that you would not
have such people in your house?
clara. Tell me this. Have I ever once—once during that
quarter of a century, as you pompously call it to cover up the
weakness of your argument—have I ever once invited or enter-
tained Stupendranath's uncle or any of his shameless wives?
franklyn. I did not say you had.
clara. Then what are you talking about?
franklyn. I dont know. Ask Imm: he started this unfortunate
subject.
immenso. I cant help feeling that the future of British ideas
depends on totally unreasonable people like Clara.
clara. Unreasonable! Pray why—
immenso [forcibly] No, Clara: you may put down a husband
because his domestic peace and comfort for the next week de-
pends on his submission. But you cannot put down a brother.
I can trample on you with impunity, because I can walk out
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